GARUDA PURANAM.                                37

the master of Varuna.   He is the slayer of heroes, the great
hero and the great Ishwara adored of all.   He is the soul,
the great soul, the inward self and above the sky.   He is lotus-
navelled, the Padmaniddhi,* the lotus-handed  and the holder
of club.    He is the  Great, above the elements, the foremost
Purusha and the Demiurgus.   He is lotus-waisted, Pundarika
wears a garland of lotuses and is beloved of all.   He is lotus-
eyed,  Padmagarbha,f Parjanya (rain-god)  and seated on a
lotus.   He is beyond the range of all, the great  object, the
greatest of the great lord.   He is most learned of all learned
men, holy and destroyer of sins.   He is pure, manifests all,
holy and the protector.    He is devoid of thirst,  Padya,J the
Purusha and Prakriti (Nature).    He is Pradhana (intellectual
principle), the lotus, the earth, the lotus-navelled and the givei
of desirable  objects.    He is the  lord of all, present even
where, -the All,   Omniscient,  the giver of all and the great
He is identical with all and the entire universe, the witnes
and up-holder of all.    He is the Deity who shows favour unt
all and is stationed in the hearts of all creatures.    He is th
protector of all,  is adored of all and is saluted by all th
deities.    He is at the root of the entire universe, is the des
troyer of all and the fire.   He is the protector of all, pervade
all and the cause of all causes.    He is meditated on by all
the friend of all and the holder of the various forms of the
deities.   He is the object of the study of all, the commandei
of the celestials and is adored of the gods and Asuras.   He is

* One of the nine treasures of Kuvera, viz., Padma, Mahapadma.
Sankha, Makara, Kachhapa, Mukunda, Nanda, Nila and Kharva;
their nature is not exactly defined though some of them appear to
be precious jems ; according to the Tantrik system, they are personi-
fied and worshipped as demi-gods attendant either upon Kuvera or
j^akshmi. Here the term is an epithet of Vishnu.

t Name of Brahma, meaning- fatal' born of a lotus. Here it is an
epithet of Vishnu showing that he is identical with Brahma.

J Water for cleaning feet. This shows that Vishnu permeates every
obiect in the world.